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In criminological research, both qualitative and quantitative research methods are used. It is however evident that many researchers in criminology prefer quantitative research to qualitative design since the former is effective in measuring the criminology reality. In other terms, concepts in criminology are accorded numerical values, and through this, it is possible to understand the most common causes of crimes as well as the kind of crimes which people are prone to commit. When researchers intent to study relationships between impulsivity and criminal behaviour, effects of mandatory police arrest and future patterns of domestic violence, quantitative research is used to come up with reliable data (Hartley, 2011). Survey research is also common in criminology studies, and this case, the use of open and close-ended questions is sought. Surveys are effective since they are versatile, efficient and can be generalized. In criminology studies, the use of both experimental and quasi-experimental research is also sought especially in explaining cause and effect relationships for example in; the effect of the home environment on juvenile delinquency. The selection of an appropriate research design in criminology and other social sciences is highly recommended (Maxfield, & Babbie, 2018).it is prudent to focus on the methods of data collection, data analysis, and interpretation approaches. In addition, criminology researchers should focus on the nature of the research problem or issue under study, the nature of the participants, personal experiences, and the audience.
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